Crafting Blackness Initiative: African American Craft in Tennessee Since 1920

The 100 Years History of Black Craft Artists in Tennessee 1920-2022 research project by Tennessee
Craft and ETSU BIPOC art historian/curator Karlota Contreras-
Koterbay with Black and Appalachian scholars covers a century
of history of craft making by African Americans in the state of
Tennessee. The research and traveling exhibition project
includes the publication of catalogues, coloring books and a
compendium publication, Black Bodies Making Form. Publicly
accessible, various community engagements like artists talks,
panels, art demos and image-rich database of Black Tennessee
artists, collection of Bibliography with artists statements are part
of the four-year series of exhibitions with public engagements
focusing on Black Tennessee craft artists and craft-making in Tennessee.

Exhibition Schedule

September to October 2023 - Black Bodies Making Form, curated by Karlota Contreras- Koterbay
and Karen Sullivan, ETSU Tipton & Slocumb Galleries, Johnson City; and

March 2024 at Todd Gallery, Middle Tennessee State University (MTSU), Murfreesboro
Recipient, Award of Excellence, Tennessee Association of Museums (TAM) Conference 2024

February to March 2024 - Inside Blackness: Illuminating the Black Psyche in Interior Spaces, co-
curated with Dr. Cynthia Gadsden, Hiram Van Gordon Gallery, TN State University (TSU), Nashville

July to September 2024 - Tanasi: Black Tennessee in Appalachia, co-curated with Karen Sullivan and
Lyn Govette, Lincoln Memorial University Gallery during Folk Fest, Cumberland Gap

August to November 2024 - Reclaiming: Soil as Justice and Presence, co-curated with Dr. Cynthia
Gadsden, Martin Public Library, Martin

Upcoming;:

March 2025 — Lovingly: Black, Queer, Interracial Tennessee in Craft, co-curated with Karen
Sullivan and Lyn Govette, Arrowmont Downtown Gallery, Knoxville

May 10 to July 27, 2025 —Embrace of Blackness: Diasporic Realities, co-curated with Carlton
Wilkinson, Customs House Museum & Cultural Center, Clarksville

May to August 2025 - Remembering: Peace, Dissent and Justice, co-curated with Dr. Cynthia
Gadsden, UTK Downtown Gallery, University of Tennessee, Knoxville

June to August 2026 - Homage to Black TN Music in Craft, co-curated with Karen LeBlanc Sullivan
and Lurlynn Franklin, West Tennessee Regional Center, Humbolt

March to August 2026 - Co-curated with LaKesha Moore, Carl Van Vechten Gallery, Fisk University,
Nashville

August to October 2026, cocurated with Aundra McCoy, Blaine Gallery, Arrowmont School of Arts
and Crafts, Gatlinburg (Exhibition and Panel)



For Confirmation:

Influential: Black Craft in Tennessee, co-curated with Brigette Jones, Frist Art Museum, Nashville
Parthenon Gallery, Nashville

2027 - Metal Museum (TBF), Memphis (Exhibition and Book launching)
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